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F.  APPLETON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  Also  Divisional 

Medical  Officer. 
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MRS.  A.  SEELIG,  M.D. 
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Sanitary  Inspectors  : 
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A.  D.  JACKSON,  M.R.San.I.  (Appointed  Senior  Sanitary 

Inspector  July,  1948) . 

N.  SYKES,  M.R.San.I.  (Appointed  August,  1948). 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rodent  Officer  : 

R.  CROSSLEY  (Returned  from  HALF.,  February,  1948). 
Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  E.  CRAVEN,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

Miss  M.  GIBBON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors  : 

-Mrs.  M.  H.  BELOW,  S.R.N. 

*Mrs.  D.  A.  F.  HOLDSWORTH,  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse. 

Municipal  Midwife  : 

Mrs.  I.  HOOPER,  S.R.N. , S.C.M. 

Home  Nurse — -Midwives  : 

Miss  E.  EVANS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  M.  E.  RAWSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Home  Nurse  : 

Miss  A.  CARTER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Home  Helps  : 

Mrs.  HARDCASTLE.  Mrs.  E.  WARNER. 
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K.  RAMSDEN  (Appointed  September,  1948). 

Divisional  County  Ambulance  Service  Depot  Superintendent  : 

W.  ANDERSON.  *Par:t  time, 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

ELLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1948  on 
the  health  of  this  town. 

This  is  the  first  full  year  during  which  I have  acted  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  thei  County 
Council  and  it  is  the  first  year,  therefore,  in  which  there  has  been 
full  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  of  the  County  Health  Services  in  this  area. 

The  vital  statistics  can  be  considered  satisfactory  for  an 
industrial  town  such  as  this  one.  The  Death  Rate  of  13.58  again 
showed  a decrease  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  (14.42).  The 
Birth  Rate  of  17.05  was  also  lower  than  the  previous  year  (19.35). 
The  Birth  Rate  is  lower  than  that  for  the  Country  as  a whole  (17.9) 
and  for  the  West  Riding  (18.5),  and  the  Death  Rate  is  higher  than 
that  for  the  Country  as  a whole  (10.8)  and  for  the  West  Riding 
(11.3).  There  was  a natural  increase  in  population  of  67,  being 
the  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths.  Last  year  the  natural 
increase  was  94. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  this  Report  is  the  Infantile 
Death  Rate,  which  is  a record  low  figure  for  this  Urban  District. 
In  1947  the  Infantile  Death  Rate  was  43  and  in  1946  it  was  55. 
The  rate  for  the  Country  as  a whole  is  34  and  for  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  39,  so  that  the  figure  of  22  for  Elland  is  a really 
remarkable  one.  Our  figures  are,  of  course,  small,  and  for  this 
reason  undue  importance  should  not  be  attached  to  it,  but  I am 
very  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  this  low  figure. 

There  was  a lowered  incidence  of  all  the  Infectious  Diseases 
with  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough. 
Neither  of  these  diseases  were  severe  in  character  and  this  Urban 
District  had  a satisfactory  year  so  far  as  infection  was  concerned. 
The  only  case  of  Diphtheria  that  occurred  was  in  a non-immunised 
child. 

Once  again  particulars  are  included  in  this  Report  of  the  work 
undertaken  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  a large  increase 
in  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  ; over  3,000  visits 
were  made  to  children  under  one  year  of  age  as  compared  with 
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1,319  the  previous  year,  and  a similar  increase  was  recorded  in 
the  visits  to  children  from  one  to  five  years.  This  was  due  in 
part  to  the  release  of  the  Health  Visitors  for  this  important  work 
of  visiting,  by  the  employment  of  two  Assistant  Health  Visitors, 
who  were  able  to  give  much  valued  aid  in  the  Clinics.  Until  we 
can  obtain  our  full  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  there  is  no 
douibt  that  the  services  of  these  Assistant  Health  Visitors  are 
invaluable.  The  Assistant  Health  Visitors  are  only  employed  in 
the  Clinics,  however,  and  only  the  trained  Health  Visitors  have 
visited  the  homes.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
Elland  mothers  attend  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  but 
unfortunately  the  ones  who  do  not  attend  regularly  are  usually 
the  ones  who  require  the  most  advice.  This  work  can  only  be 
properly  carried  out  by  ladies  possessing  the  Health  Visitor’s 
qualification  and  having  some  knowledge  of  sociology.  It  is  not 
generally  realised  how  important  to  the  community  the  unobstrusive 
work  of  the  Health  Visitor  is,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  is  one  of  the  features  of  this 
Report  to  which  I should  wish  to  draw  the  Committee’s  attention. 
In  addition,  now,  of  course,  the  Health  Visitor  gives  advice  to 
all  members  of  the  family  and  not  only  to  the  expectant  and 
nursing  mother  or  mother  of  the  pre-school  or  school  child.  In 
actual  practice  the  good  Health  Visitor  has  always  done  this,  but 
the  fact  that  it  is  now  a duty  placed  upon  her  renders  her  work 
still  more  important  to  the  community. 


This  year  I have  included  a special  section  prepared  by  Mr. 
A.  D.  Jackson,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  During  the  war 
years  the  work  of  environmental  hygiene,  for  which  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  mainly  responsible,  had  been  carried  out 
under  great  difficulty.  An  almost  complete  absence  of  clerical 
staff  and  the  engagement  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  on  out- 
side work  in  addition  to  his  normal  duties  had  prevented  the  carry- 
ing out  of  very  many  important  duties.  Much  of  the  work  of 
food  inspection  and  supervision,  especially  with  regard  to  milk 
sampling  and  ice  cream  sampling  for  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
Phosphatase  Tests,  was  temporarily  suspended,  and  no  work  was 
done  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement  and  rats  and  mice  destruction. 
To  add  to  our  difficulties,  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  Mr. 
Moses,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  had  worked  very  hard 
for  a long  time  under  great  difficulties,  was  absent  for  a long  period 
due  to  illness.  I am  happy  to  say  that  in  the  middle  of  1948  on 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Moses,  the  Public  Health  Committee  decided 
to  re-organise  the  Department,  taking  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
much  of  his  outside  work  and  arranging  for  proper  clerical 
assistance.  An  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  and 
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authority  was  obtained  for  a third  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  this 
Report  the  full  value  of  these  changes  is  not  apparent  as  the  re- 
organisation took  place  only  in  the  middle  of  1948,  but  there  is 
sufficient  evidence  given  to  indicate  how  the  services  of  your  Public 
Health  Department  have  been  extended  and  improved. 

For  some  time  one  of  the  worst  features  of  this  Urban  District 
has  been  the  large  number  of  houses  without  proper  dustbins  and 
it  will  be  noted  that  during  1948  900  houses  were  provided  with 
new  dustbins.  It  is  hoped  that  in  my  next  Annual  Report  I shall 
be  able  to  tell  the  Council  that  the  problem  of  the  unsatisfactory 
dustbin  and  the  insanitary  ashpit  has  been  eliminated. 

This  year  has,  then,  been  one  of  steady  progress  in  all  sections 
of  the  Department. 

I should  like  once  again  to  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  friendly  interest 
and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  improving  the  living  conditions 
of  their  fellow  townsmen.  I am  also  grateful  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  for  his  advice  and  help  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  co-operation. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  wish  Mr.  Moses,  the  late  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  a long  and  happy  retirement  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
my  present  colleague,  all  success  in  the  important  work  he  has 
undertaken. 

I have  the  honour,  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  APPLETON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

October,  1949. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  ETC. 

Cleansing  of  Footways — 1892. 

Sea  v enging — 1892 . 

Prevention  of  Nuisances — 1892. 
Common  Lodging  Houses — 1892. 
Slaughterhouses — 1892. 

Smoke  Abatement — 1931. 

New  Streets — 1936. 

Building  Bye-Laws — 1939. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1948 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

AREA  (in  Acres)  5,951 

POPULATION  : Census  1947  (Est.) 19,360 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  ACRE  ...  3.25 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  6,871 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  PER 

ACRE  1.15 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSE  ...  2.82 

RATEABLE  VALUE  £93,173 

PRODUCT  OF  A PENNY  RATE  £360  (Est.) 

The  Manager  of  the  Elland  Employment  Exchange  has  kindly 
informed  me  that  there  has  been  no  long-term  unemployment 
during  the  year.  Indeed,  there  is  a shortage  of  labour,  particularly 
in  respect  of  textile  workers. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births 


M. 

F. 

Totals. 

Legitimate 

160 

152 

312 

Illegitimate 

9 

9 

18 

Total 

169 

161 

330 

Live  Birth  Rate  : 17.05  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population. 


Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


M.  F.  Totals. 
2 2 4 

2 2 4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  : 11.98. 


Deaths — 


M.  F.  Totals. 

113  150  263 


Death  Rate  13.58  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 


Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths,  ‘(live  & still)  births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  — — 

Other  Maternal  Causes — — 

Total  — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 21.21 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  22.44 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  — 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Heart  & Circulation  (all  ages)  89 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  49 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) — 
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TABLE  1. 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  and  CASE  RATES 
FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1948 
for  England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns,  148  Smaller 

Towns  and  Elland. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly  Returns). 


126 

County 

Boro’s 

England  and  Great 
and  Towns 

Wales  including 

London 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

{Resident  London 
Popu’tions  Adminis- 

25.000  to  trative 

50.000  at  County 
1931 

Census) 

Elland 

Births — 

Live  

17.9 

Rates 

20.0 

per  1,000  Population 
19.2  20.1 

17.05 

Still  

0.42 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

0.21 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

10.8 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

13.58 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid Fevers  . . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

0.26 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza  

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia  

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

0.26 

Notifications — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.05 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

1.14 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

2.32 

Diphtheria  

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.05 

Erysipelas  

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.15 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

9.17 

- — 

Measles  

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

4.29 

Pneumonia  

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.62 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

Ac.  Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 
Age  

34 

Rates  per  1,000  Live 

39  32 

Births 

31 

21.21 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age  ...  3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

0.00 

Rates  per 

1,000  Total  Births  (i. 

e.  Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality- 
Puerperal  Infections 

Others  

Total  

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  

0.13 

0.73 

0.86 

6.89 

Not  available 

8.90  4.71 

7.34 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
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TABLE  2. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  ELLAND  RESIDENTS  IN  1948. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

1948. 

All  Ages. 

F.  Total. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 





— 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

2 

2 

4 

7. 

Tuberculosis  other  forms 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

1 

2 

9. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

111. 

Act.  polio-myel  and  Polio-enceph.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc  : cav  : and  oesoph  : (M) 
uterus  (F)  

1 

5 

6 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

4 

6 

10 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

15 

13 

28 

17. 

Diabetes  

— 

3 

3 

18. 

Intra-Cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

12 

26 

38 

19. 

Heart  Disease  

32 

46 

78 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System 

4 

7 

11 

21. 

Bronchitis  

5 

3 

8 

22. 

Pneumonia  

4 

1 

5 

23. 

Other  Resp.  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

25. 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

4 

2 

6 

28. 

Nephritis  

4 

14 

18 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post- Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— • 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation  : birth  in j . 
infant  dis.  

4 

3 

7 

33. 

Suicide  

3 

— 

3 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

1 

— 

1 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  

2 

2 

4 

36. 

All  other  causes  

8 

10 

18 

Totals  113 

150 

263 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  estimate  of  the  population  of  Elland  is  the  mid-year 
estimate  of  the  Registrar  General.  His  estimate  is  19,360 
compared  with  the  mid-year  estimate  of  19,070  for  1947.  He 
considers,  therefore,  that  the  population  has  increased  by  290. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  17.05  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  This  rate  is  2.30  below  the  rate  for  the  previous  year, 

0.85  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  and  2.15  below  the 
rate  for  the  148  Small  Towns. 

There  were  18  illegitimate  births,  representing  5.45  per  cent, 
of  the  total  live  births  and  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  0.93  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population, 

During  the  year  there  were  4 still  births,  none  of  which  was 
illegitimate.  This  gives  a rate  of  11.98  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births,  or  0.21  per  1,000  of  the  population,  this  latter  figure  being 
0.21  below  the  rate  based  on  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  for  the  Urban  District  is  13.58  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  This  is  0.84  less  than  the  rate  for  last  year  and 
2.78  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  this  year  were,  in  order  of 
frequency  : — 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation — 89  (13  less  than 
in  1947) . 

2.  Cancer — 49  (compared  with  43  in  1947). 

3.  Intra-Gran.  Vase.  Lesions — 38  (compared  with  30  in 
1947) . 

4.  Nephritis — 18. 

5.  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  Influenza  and  other  respiratory 
diseases — 14  (compared  with  18  in  1947) . 

There  were  seven  Infant  Deaths  in  the  Urban  District  of 
Elland  during  1948  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  or  Death  Rate 
of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  was  21.21. 
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This  figure  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Elland  Urban  District 
since  records  have  been  available.  It  is  less  than  half  that  for 
1947  (43.36)  and  compares  favourably  with  that  of  the  Country 
as  a whole,  which  also  in  1948  had  a particularly  low  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  (34). 

It  is  noteworthy  that  none  of  the  seven  children  who  died 
within  one  year  of  birth  died  within  24  hours,  but  that  all  seven 
died  within  the  first  six  months  of  life.  Four  of  these  seven 
infants  were  male  and  three  female.  Five  of  them  died  within 
one  week  of  birth.  One  of  the  five  deaths  could  be  attributed  to 
injury  at  birth  and  the  remaining  four  were  due  to  congenital 
causes.  One  of  these  was  a case  of  rhesus  incompatibility,  two 
were  due  to  congenital  deformity,  and  the  remaining  one  was  born 
prematurely.  Of  the  two  older  children  one  only  lived  for  16 
days  and  died  of  prematurity.  The  remaining  child  died  from 
pneumonia  at  the  age  of  five  months.  Five  of  these  seven  children 
died  in  hospital. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  homes  of  all  the  five  children 
who  died  within  the  first  week  of  life  were  in  the  outlying  parts  of 
Greater  Elland,  and  only  the  two  older  children  lived  in  the  area 
of  the  original  Urban  District  which  is  congested  and  contains  a 
very  large  number  of  sub-standard  houses.  None  of  the  mothers 
of  the  children  who  died  within  one  year  of  birth  attended  the  West 
Riding  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  although  most  of  them  received  ante- 
natal care  either  at  the  hospital  or  from  their  own  doctor. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  This,  of 
course,  gives  us  a maternal  death  rate  of  nil,  which  is  very 
gratifying,  but  when  we  are  dealing  with  figures  as  small  as  ours, 
Where  there  is  a total  of  only  330  births,  it  will  be  realised  that 
only  one  maternal  death  would  have  given  us  a very  much  higher 
rate  than  that  for  the  Country  as  a Whole,  which  is  0.86. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


Dr.  Bernard  Schroeder  resigned  his  appointment  as  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  30th  June,  1948,  and  Dr.  Geoffrey 
V/.  Knight  was  appointed  as  Deputy  Medical  Officer  from  the  1st 
July,  1948. 

At  the  end  of  June  Mr.  H.  E.  Moses  retired  on  the  grounds  of 
ill  health  after  many  years  of  devoted  services  to  this  Council  as 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Jackson,  who  was  his 
Assistant,  was  appointed  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  from  July  1st, 
1948.  Mr.  N.  Sykes  took  up  duties  as  Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector  in  August,  1948. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  continued  to  receive 
clinical  material  and  milk  samples  for  bacteriological  examination, 
while  chemical  analysis  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Lee  & Mallinder, 
Public  Analysts,  Halifax.  The  arrangement  was  also  continued 
with  the  Pathologist  of  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary  for  examina- 
tion of  clinical  specimens. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  facilities  during  1948  were  more  satisfactory 
than  they  had  been  before  they  were  handed  over  to  the  County 
Council. 

The  infectious  diseases  ambulance  which  was  stationed  at 
Clifton  Hospital  was  used  for  the  transfer  of  infectious  diseases 
cases  during  the  first  part  of  1948  until  this  Hospital  ceased  to 
exist  under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946.  From  July  the  arrangements  for  the  transport  of  infectious 
diseases  cases  have  been  made  through  the  Divisional  Ambulance 
Service,  which  is  stationed  at  Halifax  Road,  Brighouse. 


I append  below  particulars  of  the  cases  transported  by  the 
Divisional  Ambulance  Service  during  the  period  from  the  5th  July 
to  the  31st  December,  1948.  It  will  be  realised  that  these  figures 
are  composite  ones  and  do  not  specify  which  cases  were  from 
Elland  and  which  from  the  rest  of  the  Division.  It  will  be  seen, 
however,  that  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service  is  very  consider- 
able and  is  indeed  still  growing.  A successful  innovation  was  the 
provision  of  an  ambulance  fitted  with  wireless  facilities.  This  has 
proved  invaluable  and  has  saved  a great  deal  of  time  of  personnel 
and  running  hours  of  the  vehicles. 
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TABLE  3. 

COUNTY  AMBULANCE  SERVICE.  DIVISION  18. 
Period  5th  July  to  31st  December,  1948. 


1948. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Accident 

...  15 

20 

18 

20 

15 

12 

100 

Urgent  

...  37 

35 

39 

84 

53 

59 

307 

Maternity 

...  21 

20 

24 

38 

20 

29 

152 

Infectious 

3 

3 

2 

12 

7 

15 

42 

Mental 

3 

6 

— 

2 

4 

5 

20 

Out-Patients 

...  281 

313 

257 

397 

406 

424 

2078 

Males  

. . . 149 

. 163 

130 

244 

236 

243 

1165 

Females 

...  197 

247 

166 

337 

292 

295 

1534 

Children  

22 

56 

36 

68 

48 

51 

281 

Babies  

7 

4 

8 

3 

1 

23 

46 

No.  of  Patients 

. . . 346 

410 

296 

581 

528 

538 

2699 

Journeys 

63 

84 

62 

298 

245 

253 

1005 

Miles  

...  3945 

4760 

3831 

7203 

5729 

5902 

31370 

Stretcher  Cases 

...  87 

116 

86 

187 

135 

138 

749 

Sitting  Cases  ... 

. . . 259 

294 

210 

394 

393 

400 

1950 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

During  the  first  half  of  1948  the  nursing  in  the  home  was 
carried  out  by  various  District  Nursing  Associations.  These 
ceased  to  exist  on  the  5th  July  but  I am  glad  to  say  that  the 
services  of  the  Nurses  employed  by  these  Associations  were  retained 
and  they  became  part  of  our  Divisional  team.  In  the  Elland  area 
Nurse  Carter  continued  with  her  own  district  and  Nurse  Evans  still 
continued  to  do  part  time  Midwifery  and  part  time  general 
nursing  in  Greetland.  Nurse  Rawson  carried  out  work  as  District 
Nurse  in  the  Stainland  area  in  addition  to  her  work  as  Midwife 
under  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

I should  like  to  place  on  record  that  the  Elland  District  Nursing 
Association  were  most  helpful  during  the  time  of  transfer  of  their 
duties  to  the  County  Council. 
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It  was  noticeable  that  after  the  5th  July  the  work  of  the 
District  Nurses  showed  a slow  but  perceptible  increase,  an  increase 
which  has  'been  maintained  up  to  the  present  time.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  past  many  private  patients  have  demanded 
individual  treatment  from  a Doctor  that  could  be  carried  out 
equally  well  by  a District  Nurse,  and  we  note  with  satisfaction 
that  the  General  Practitioners  are  using  our  Home  Nursing  Service 
with  increasing  regularity.  The  District  Nurse  and  Midwife  serve 
more  and  more  as  a link  between  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  the  General  Practitioner  and  help  to  remove  the  isolation  of 
services  into  watertight  compartments.  The  Home  Nursing  Service 
is  another  example  of  how,  by  voluntary  effort,  a scheme  has 
successfully  been  launched  and  carried  out  with  untold  benefits  to 
the  community,  and  later  has  become  an  integral  part  of  public 
service. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Table  of  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  is  appended  in 
Table  4. 
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TABLE  4.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 
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Scabies  Treatment, 

There  is  no  special  clinic  in  Elland  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies 
or  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  or  children,  but 
arrangements  were  continued  with  the  Halifax  General  Hospital 
for  treatment  to  be  carried  out  there  and  at  our  Cleansing  Centre 
at  'the  St.  John  Ambulance  Hall,  Brighouse. 

With  the  falling  incidence  of  Scabies  it  has  not  been  thought 
necessary  to  provide  a special  clinic  in  the  Elland  Urban  District 
and  the  arrangements  given  above  have  proved  satisfactory  and 
adequate.  A number  of  school  children  have  again  attended  the 
Brighouse  Cleansing  Centre  for  -treatment  for  verminous  conditions. 
The  provision  of  a Cleansing  Centre  in  the  Divisional  Health  area 
has  helped  a great  deal  in  dealing  with  cases  which  have  been 
found  to  be  persistently  verminous. 


HOSPITALS. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Elland  Urban  District  Council  has  no  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases,  but  during  1948  the  arrangements  with  the 
Brighouse  Corporation  for  the  admission  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  to  the  Brighouse  Isolation  Hospital  were  continued  until 
this  Hospital  ceased  to  exist  on  the  4th  July,  1948.  The  Elland 
patients  who  were  in  the  Hospital  at  that  time  were  transferred 
to  the  Northowram  Isolation  Hospital,  which  has  continued  to 
receive  all  our  Elland  cases  since  the  5th  July,  1948. 

Smallpox. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  in  Hollin  Heys  remained  available  in 
case  of  emergency  until  the  4th  July,  1948,  but  this  Hospital, 
although  it  had  done  useful  work,  had  become  completely  out  of 
date  and  was  accordingly  closed  on  the  4th  July.  It  was  not 
taken  over  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  it  has  since  been 
disposed  of  by  public  sale.  Arrangements  are  now  made  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the  provision  of  smallpox  accommoda- 
tion. 

Tuberculosis. 

Patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  contacts  of  patients 
with  the  disease  are  under  the  care  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  Arrangements  are  as  listed  in  Table  4.  Where  hospital 
treatment  is  necessary  arrangements  are  made  for  admission  to 
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Sanatoria  under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  A close  liaison 
exists  beween  this  Department  and  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 


Maternity. 

The  taking  over  of  the  Hospitals  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  has  made  no  difference  to  our  previous  arrangements,  and 
I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Hospital 
staffs  and  the  various  Management  Committees  in  maintaining  all 
our  existing  facilities. 


Provision  is  made  for  admission  to  the  Halifax  General 
Hospital,  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  the  Princess  Royal 
Maternity  Home,  Huddersfield  and  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Hudders- 
field for  first  confinements  and  in  cases  where  there  is  illness  in  the 
ante-natal  period,  or  where  an  abnormality  is  expected,  or  where 
the  home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory  for  confinement.  Cases  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  also  admitted  to  the  Halifax  General 
Hospital.  In  a district  like  Elland,  where  the  majority  of  the 
houses  are  sub-standard  ones,  it  is  necessary  for  our  standards  of 
admission  to  Hospital  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitable  home  conditions 
to  be  more  exacting  than  we  would  wish.  The  demand  on  Maternity 
Hospital  accommodation  is  very  considerable  and  it  is  desirable 
that  every  case  should  be  gone  into  carefully  before  admission  so 
that  the  best  possible  use  is  made  of  existing  accommodation. 

The  housing  shortage  is  undoubtedly  the  biggest  public  health 
problem  of  the  day.  It  is  often  our  duty  to  inform  people  that 
we  do  not  consider  the  house  is  fit  for  them  to  have  their  babies 
at  home  and  to  make  arrangements  with  these  various  hospitals 
for  their  admission.  In  this  way  a very  large  percentage  of  our 
Elland  patients  are  delivered  in  Hospital  and  it  has  become  estab- 
lished in  many  people’s  minds  that  a Hospital  is  the  best  place  in 
which  to  have  a confinement.  In  consequence  the  Hospitals  are 
crowded  and  hard  pressed,  the  babies  are  removed  into  a different 
environment  when  two  weeks  old  or  even  younger,  and  a normal 
physiological  process  becomes  associated  with  hospitals.  One  of 
the  unfortunate  results  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  that 
a patient  having  her  baby  in  hospital  receives  treatment  quite  free, 
whereas  at  home  if  she  requires  the  services  of  a Home  Help  and 
she  comes  within  the  appropriate  income  range  she  is  required  to 
pay  for  them.  This  again  may  have  some  small  influence  on  the 
decision  of  patients  to  seek  hospital  accommodation  rather  than 
to  have  their  babies  in  the  home  environment  in  which  they  are 
brought  up. 
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The  passing  of  the  Health  Service  Act  has,  however,  made 
no  difference  to  our  relations  with  the  Hospitals,  which  still  continue 
to  be  very  good.  The  services  of  the  “ Flying  Squad/'  or  Blood 
Transfusion  Unit,  provided  by  the  Halifax  General  Hospital,  are 
available  in  all  cases  of  domiciliary  midwifery,  and  all  cases  seen 
at  our  Ante-Natal  Clinics  can  be  referred  for  further  advice  to  the 
appropriate  Consultant  Clinics. 


General. 

Other  cases  requiring  general  medical  or  surgical  treatment 
whether  as  hospital  out-patients  or  in-patients,  have  the  choice  of 
the  hospitals  in  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Leeds  and  Bradford,  and 
County  Boroughs  of  Halifax  and  Huddersfield. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  Midwifery  Services  of  the  Elland  Urban  District  form 
part  of  the  Midwifery  Services  of  Division  18  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  We  have  one  whole-time  resident  Midwife  in 
Elland  and  a resident  Midwife  who  is  employed  part-time  on 
Midwifery  and  part-time  as  a District  Nurse.  Arrangements  for 
relief  are  made  on  a Divisional  basis  and  the  services  of  Midwives 
in  any  part  of  the  Division  are  available  should  an  emergency 
arise.  All  the  Midwives  in  the  Division  are  now  trained  in  Gas 
and  Air  Analgesia  and  this  treatment  is  available  to  everyone 
residing  in  the  Urban  District.  We  have  available  at  the  Divisional 
Ambulance  Depot  special  provision  in  the  form  of  a cot  and 
special  feeders  for  premature  babies.  When  a premature  baby  is 
born  and  the  Midwife  or  Doctor  ring  up  the  Ambulance  Depot  the 
cot  is  immediately  transported  to  the  home.  This  is  a service 
which  was  only  introduced  during  1948.  In  the  event  of  a second 
set  of  equipment  being  required  this  can  be  obtained  within  a few 
hours.  It  is  most  undesirable  in  many  cases  to  move  a premature 
infant  from  the  environment  in  which  it  was  born  to  Hospital  and 
by  the  provision  of  facilities  in  the  home,  where  the  home  conditions 
are  satisfactory,  we  have  made  a big  step  forward  in  the  reduction 
of  infantile  mortality. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Table  5 gives  particulars  of  the  attendances  at  Ante-Natal 
Clinics.  It  will  be  seen  that  only  23  per  cent,  of  the  patients 
attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
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This  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  mothers  attended 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  of  the  Hospital  where  they  had  booked  for 
their  confinement  and  others,  particularly  working  mothers, 
attended  their  own  doctor,  who  was  responsible  for  any  necessary 
certification  for  National  Health  Insurance  purposes.  Many  of 
the  Stainland  mothers  attended  the  Midwife's  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
held  at  the  old  Stainland  Council  Offices.  Arrangements  were 
made  by  her  for  them  to  receive  medical  advice  either  from  their 
own  doctor  or  at  the  Greetland  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

TABLE  5. 

Attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


1947.  1948. 


Number  of  Sessions  24  34 

Total  number  of  individual  expectant  mothers...  66  77 

Total  number  of  attendances  254  320 

Average  number  of  patients  per  Session 10.58  9.94 

Percentage  of  total  notified  births  represented  by 

total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  17.37  23.05 


Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  patients  can  be  sent 
to  the  Halifax  General  Hospital  either  from  the  clinics  or  by  their 
own  doctors  for  examination  by  a Consultant  on  the  staff  at  that 
Hospital.  In  addition,  consultants  were  available  for  attendance 
on  patients  in  their  own  home  when  necessary. 


Post  Natal  Clinics. 

Post-Natal  cases  were  invited  to  attend  at  any  Ante-Natal 
Session  and  eighteen  mothers  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
during  the  year.  Many  of  those  who  attended  the  Hospitals  also 
attended  post-natally,  and  it  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Midwives  how  important  it  is  that  post-natal  attendances  should 
be  encouraged.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that  after  the  baby  is 
born  the  mother  wishes  to  tackle  her  increased  household 
responsibilities  with  as  little  disturbance  as  possible  and  it  is  not 
realised  that  post-natal  attendances  may  prevent  much  trouble 
later  on. 


21 


In  1947  only  one  mother  attended  our  Clinics  for  post-natal 
examination  and  it  can  be  said  that  eighteen  is  a considerable 
improvement,  but  it  is  our  earnest  hope  that  all  mothers  will 
eventually  receive  post-natal  treatment  either  in  our  own  Clinics 
or  at  the  various  Hospitals  or  by  their  own  family  doctors. 


Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme. 

The  work  done  by  the  midwives  is  set  out  in  Table  6 which 
follows. 


TABLE  6. 

Work  done  by  the  Municipal  Midwives  during  1948. 

Labours  conducted  : 

(a)  as  midwives  

94 

(b)  as  maternity  nurses  

nil 

(c)  total  

94 

Ante-Natal  visits 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ♦ • • •••  • • • 

849 

Post-Natal  visits 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1613 

In  addition  to  the  cases  delivered  at  home,  with  the  shortage 
of  Hospital  beds  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  Midwives  to  visit 
cases  discharged  from  Hospital  where  they  have  been  discharged 
before  the  14th  day. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  labours  attended  at  home 
by  Midwives  has  increased  from  64  to  94,  but  that  this  figure  of 
94  only  represents  28  per  cent,  of  all  births  in  the  district. 


Domestic  Helps. 

The  Home  Helps  engaged  in  the  Elland  area  attended  ten 
maternity  cases  and  five  domestic  cases  during  1948.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  there  was  evidence  of  a greatly  increased 
demand  for  the  Home  Help  Service.  Advertisements  were  inserted 
in  the  Press  informing  the  public  of  the  facilities  now  offered  to  them 
We  have  reason  to  know  that  even  now  some  members  of  the  public 
do  not  know  of  the  provision  of  this  valuable  service.  All  our 
Home  Helps  have,  however,  been  kept  fully  employed  and  the 
service  is  rapidly  extending.  It  has  not  been  our  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  vast  amount  of  voluntary  help  given  by  neighbours  in 
this  district.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  exists  a very  good 
spirit  among  most  of  the  women  folk  in  this  town  and  many  of 
them,  who  already  have  heavy  household  burdens,  have  played 
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their  part  in  helping  their  less  fortunate  neighbours  during  the 
time  the  housewife  and  mother  is  temporarily  incapacitated.  The 
distress  caused  by  the  incapacity  of  the  housewife  not  only  causes 
untold  worry  to  the  husband,  who  in  many  cases  is  engaged  on 
important  productive  activity,  but  also  prevents  her  early  recovery, 
and  we  consider  that  the  Home  Help  Service  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  services  of  the  Public  Health  Department  of  to-day. 


Dental  Scheme. 

Facilities  were  available  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  pre-school  children  to  receive  dental  treatment  through  the 
County  Council’s  scheme.  Only  six  persons  availed  themselves 
of  this  scheme  during  the  year.  As  there  is  no  permanent  Dental 
Clinic  in  Elland  this  explains  why  patients  did  not  avail  them- 
selves fully  of  the  facilities  offered  under  the  County  Council’ s 
scheme.  In  August,  1947,  a new  Dental  Clinic  was  opened  in  the 
Divisional  area.  This  normally  caters  for  persons  from  the 
Brighouse  and  Queensbury  areas  but  is  available  for  residents  in 
Elland  for  casual  treatment.  It  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  new  clinic  premises  will  be  provided  in  the  Elland 
Urban  District,  where  permanent  dental  facilities  will  be  available. 


It  will  be  of  little  use,  however,  to  provide  an  up  to  date 
Dental  Clinic  unless  at  the  same  time  we  are  able  to  employ  suit- 
ably qualified  Dental  Officers  to  man  it.  The  Divisional  Dental 
Clinic  at  Brighouse  is  excellently  equipped  but  it  is  not  so  well 
staffed.  Since  the  passing  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
gap  in  remuneration  between  the  Public  Health  Medical  and 
Dental  Officers  and  other  Medical  and  Dental  Officers  has  caused 
great  difficulty  in  filling  Public  Health  posts.  This  has  applied  in 
particular  to  the  Dental  Service  and  at  the  present  time  the  future 
of  our  Public  Health  Dental  Service  is  most  uncertain.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  if  the  passing  of  a comprehensive  Health  Act  will 
result  in  a reduction  in  the  preventive  services  available  to  the 
community.  Since  Mr.  Kilvington  left  the  area  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  provide  a replacement. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  work  of  the  respective  clinics  is  set  out  in  Table  7,  which 
follows. 
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TABLE  7. 

Attendances  at  the  respective  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  1948. 


Elland.  Greetland.  Totals. 


Number  of  Sessions 

50 

49 

99 

Individual  Children  attending 
Children  attending  for  the  first 

290 

430 

720 

time  

130 

111 

241 

Medical  Consultations  

Average  number  of  medical 

785 

648 

1433 

consultations  per  Session 
Attendances  of  children  under 

15.70 

13.22 

14.47 

1 year  

Attendances  of  children  over 

1963 

1408 

3371 

1 year  

560 

579 

1139 

Total  attendances  

Average  attendances  per  Ses- 

2523 

1987 

4510 

sion  

50.46 

40.55 

45.56 

The  Voluntary  Helpers  at  both  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
have  again  rendered  very  valuable  service.  The  help  which  these 
ladies  have  continued  to  give  has  been  much  appreciated,  and  I 
am  glad  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  them. 

Clay  House,  Greetland,  is  owned  by  this  Council  and  although 
it  is  not  a modern  building  it  does  provide  a very  satisfactory 
Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Set  in  a park  on  high  ground  and  well 
maintained,  it  offers  very  good  accommodation.  St.  Paul’s  Church 
School,  Elland,  is  not  so  satisfactory  and  there  is  a need  for  a 
building  in  the  centre  of  Elland  where  we  can  house  clinics  for 
minor  ailments,  dental  services  and  maternity  and  child  welfare. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  no  such  suitable  buildings  available  and 
it  seems  likely  that  we  shall  have  to  wait  until  a new  building, 
possibly  forming  part  of  a Health  Centre,  can  be  provided.  As 
the  housing  needs  of  the  district  are  so  considerable  this  may  be  at 
a very  distant  date. 

Ophthalmic  Scheme. 

During  1948,  7 pre-school  children  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Greatorex.  Particulars  of  these  cases  are  as  follows  : — 

Hypermetropia  and  Astigmatism 3 

Hypermatropia  1 

Strabismus  1 

Strabismus,  Hypermetropia  and  Astigmatism  2 
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Spectacles  were  prescribed  in  6 cases,  and  other  treatment  for 
the  remaining  case. 

Health  Visitors. 

There  were  two  Nurses  in  Elland  combining  the  duties  of 
Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  in  the  service  of  the  County 
Council  in  1948.  During  the  year  they  attended  at  the  various 
ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics  and  they  paid  the  following 
number  of  home  visits  as  set  out  in  Table  8. 


In  addition  we  have  had  available  the  services  of  two  ladies 
who  have  been  employed  part-time  to  assist  in  the  various  Clinics. 
These  ladies,  who  have  worked  under  the  direction  of  the  Health 
Visitors,  have  given  invaluable  service  and  have  enabled  the  visits 
paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1948  to  show  a substantial 
increase  on  those  of  the  previous  year. 

This  record  of  numbers  of  visits  paid  represents  many  hours 
of  patient,  tactful  and  difficult  work,  the  value  of  which  it  is 
difficult  to  over-estimate. 


TABLE  8. 


Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  in  1947  and  1948. 


1947. 

1948. 

Visits  to  New  Births 

411 

408 

Visits  to  Children  under  1 year 

1319 

3091 

Visits  to  Children  1 to  5 years 

353 

• ••  •••  •••  v/vy  v/ 

1060 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ... 

46 

•••  •••  •••  1 Vy 

171 

Total  ...  2129 

4730 

WAR  TIME  NURSERIES. 

The  War  Time  Nursery  in  Elland  which  was  opened  during 
the  war  years  was  subsequently  taken  over  by  the  Education 
Committee  and  is  now  in  use  as  a Nursery  Class. 
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At  the  end  of  1947  intensive  search  was  made  for  a suitable 
property,  the  purchase  of  which  could  be  recommended  to  the 
County  Council  for  conversion  into  a Nursery.  This  search 
continued  throughout  1948  and  several  properties  have  been  seen, 
but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  no  suitable  property  has 
been  found.  We  understood,  however,  that  the  Ministry  of  Health 
might  agree  to  the  provision  of  a pre-fabricated  hut  on  a suitable 
site  in  the  centre  of  Elland.  Several  sites  were  selected  and 
suggestions  were  made  by  both  members  of  the  Council  and 
Officials.  A site  in  Victoria  Road,  which  had  the  advantage  of 
being  central  but  of  open  aspect,  was  finally  put  forward  to  the 
County  Council  and  approved  by  them,  but  unfortunately  it  was 
subsequently  turned  down  for  town  planning  reasons.  Another 
site  was  put  forward  in  the  West  Vale  area  but  this  also  has  not 
yet  received  approval. 

It  is  very  disappointing  to  those  of  us  who  are  convinced  that 
apart  from  the  importance  of  textile  production  during  the  present 
time  in  the  nation’s  history,  the  provision  of  a Nursery  in  this 
Urban  District  is  eminently  desirable  for  social  and  personal 
economic  reasons.  I stated  last  year  in  my  Annual  Report  that  I 
considered  that  even  when  the  present  industrial  need  was  no 
longer  apparent  there  would  always  be  a place  for  Day  Nursery 
provision,  particularly  in  order  to  help  the  young  child  whose 
mother  is  ill  or  having  a baby,  the  illegitimate  child  and  the 
children  of  parents  who  cannot  find  a suitable  home  or  are  living 
in  overcrowded  or  insanitary  surroundings.  I would  add  a 
further  class  of  child  for  whom  provision  will  always  be  desirable  ; 
the  only  child  who  requires  social  education. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

A special  report  on  the  public  water  supply  was  included  in 
the  1946  Annual  Report  and  reference  should  be  made  to  this  for 
fuller  details.  In  the  1947  Report  I gave  full  details  of  the  sources 
of  supply.  The  scheme  has  not  yet  taken  place  which  was  referred* 
to  in  that  Report  for  the  water  supply  to  the  Hullen  Edge  area 
and  part  of  the  Holywell  Green  area  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Halifax  County  Borough  supply,  thus  relieving  the  demands  on 
Coldaore  Reservoir. 
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Samples  of  water  have  been  regularly  taken  for  examination 
by  Messrs.  Lee  & Mallinder,  Public  Analysts,  Halifax  from  all  the 
public  water  supplies.  Samples  have  also  been  'taken  for  plumbo- 
solvency.  We  have  had  unsatisfactory  samples  for  plumbo- 
solvency  from  both  the  Cold  acre  and  Upper  Greetland  supplies 
and  the  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Water  Depart- 
ment following  these  reports. 


Of  the  6,871  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough,  6,647  are  on 
the  public  supply.  The  remaining  houses  have  private  supplies 
derived  from  springs  and  wells,  the  majority  of  which  are  liable 
to  contamination.  The  number  of  houses  not  yet  on  public  water 
supply  is  224,  or  3.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  houses  in  the  district. 
The  majority  of  these  houses  are  at  Stainland.  Everyone,  and 
particularly  those  resident  in  Urban  Districts,  should  have  a pure, 
wholesome  piped  water  supply,  just  as  everyone  should  have  hot 
water  facilities  and  a bath.  It  is  not  perhaps  expedient  at  the 
moment  for  all  these  facilities  to  be  provided  but  it  must  be  the 
desire  and  effort  of  this  Department  to  see  that  they  are  provided 
at  the  earliest  possible  date. 


There  were  no  extensions  of  any  kind  to  the  mains  during 
1948,  nor  was  any  new  work  carried  out  by  the  Water  Department. 

On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Moses,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  combined  the  duties  of  Water  Engineer  and  Parks  Superin- 
tendent with  those  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  was  realised  by  the 
Committee  that  this  was  a most  unsatisfactory  arrangement,  which 
should  not  be  allowed  to  continue.  The  duties  of  a Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  are  quite  sufficient  for  one  person  and  should 
not  be  combined  with  other  offices.  During  1948  it  was  not 
possible  to  appoint  a new  Water  Engineer  and  the  Assistant  Water- 
works Engineer  continues  to  receive  technical  advice  from  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  while  administratively  the  Treasurer  is 
now  responsible  for  the  Water  Department. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Birkhead,  the  Engineer, 
that  an  extension  of  500  yards  of  new  9"  sewer  connecting  Sowood 
to  Stainland  Sewage  Works  was  made  during  1948.  Approximately 
-490  houses,  or  7.13  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  inhabited 
houses  in  the  district,  are  not  yet  connected  to  sewers.  It  is 
hoped  that  early  progress  in  this  direction  will  be  made.  Proposed 
extension  to  sewers  includes  620  yards,  Mean  Lane  Housing 
Scheme,  Elland. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  is  the  supervising  Authority. 
No  complaints  regarding  the  pollution  of  any  streams  in  the  area 
were  received  in  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

Public  Baths. 


I am  obliged  to  Mr.  F.  R.  Birkhead,  the  Engineer,  for  the 
following  statement  of  the  attendances  of  bathers  during  1947  and 
1948  : — 


1947/48. 

1948/49. 

Mixed  Bathing  

19933 

24445 

Males  

5668 

6103 

Females  

4512 

5044 

School  Children’s  Classes 

8398 

10456 

Men’s  Club  (30  weeks’  duration) 

. . . Members  124 

111 

Ladies’  Club  (30  weeks’  duration) 

...  Members  108 

119 

Turkish  Baths — 

Males  

523 

372 

Females  

308 

101 

Slipper  Baths  (Mixed)  

8539 

9245 

Following  the  renewals  to  the  chlorination  plant  at 

the  end  of 

1947  recent  samples  have  been  satisfactory. 

I would  again  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
slipper  baths  has  increased  from  7,150  in  1946  to  9,245  in  1948. 
It  can  be  said  that  there  is  a very  high  standard  of  personal 
cleanliness  in  this  town.  Indeed,  it  is  noteworthy  how  many  hard 
working,  clean  people  live  in  homes  where  'there  is  no  bath  or  even 
hot  water  supply.  It  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  to  visualise 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  recommend  action  under  the  Housing 
Act  in  respect  of  the  many  unsatisfactory  dwellings.  Meanwhile, 
I would  again  urge  upon  the  Council  their  consideration  as  to 
whether,  for  the  time  being,  the  provision  of  a public  wash  house 
would  not  be  a valuable  addition  to  the  town.  It  appears  to 
me  that  for  some  time  to  come  many  people  will  not  have  a hot 
water  supply  in  their  homes  and  the  struggle  in  an  industrial  town 
without  a hot  water  supply  can  only  be  realised  by  people  who 
live  in  houses  without  such  a supply  or  by  a Department  such  as 
this  which  is  in  constant  touch  with  the  difficulties  of  the  individual 
in  combating  his  environment. 


28 


HOUSING. 


Housing  Programme. 

(a)  Permanent  houses  erected  privately — 0. 

(b)  Houses  erected  by  Council  and  occupied  : — 

(i)  Stainland  Site — 25  i (allocation  completed). 

(ii)  Greetland  Site — 21. 

(c)  Council's  Housing  proposals  for  1949 — 

(i)  Greetland  Site — 29. 

(ii)  Elland  (Mean  Lane)  Site — 50. 

The  Chairmen  of  the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Council  are 
well  aware  of  the  necessity  for  building  more  houses  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  obtain  approval  for  a much  more  ambitious 
programme.  We  have  very  many  sub-standard  houses  in  this 
district  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  very  long  the  provision  of  houses 
for  slum  clearance  will  be  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  in  addition 
to  those  being  provided  at  present  for  the  relief  of  the  serious  over- 
crowding which  undoubtedly  exists.  Perhaps  the  most  important 
public  health  measure  that  can  be  undertaken  is  the  provision  of 
satisfactory  housing  conditions  for  all. 


The  houses  that  have  been  constructed  up  to  now  present 
many  amenities  and  lay  down  a new  housing  standard  for  the 
community.  It  has  been  noteworthy  that  some  of  the  families 
with  low  standards  of  cleanliness  have  improved  after  re-housing. 
But  one  of  the  problems  which  confronts  this  Department  is  that 
of  deciding  whether  we  can  safely  recommend  for  re-housing  a 
family  whose  standard  of  cleanliness  falls  well  below  that  which 
is  desired.  It  is  not  the  wish  of  this  Department  that  we  should 
place  persons  who  do  not  understand  elementary  cleanliness  into 
a new  Council  house,  but  on  the  other  hand  a family  which  is 
overcrowded,  and  living  in  a sub-standard  house  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  maintain  in  a satisfactory  condition,  often  responds  very 
well  to  re-housing.  We  have  tried  to  keep  a proper  balance  and 
all  the  tenants  about  to  be  re-housed  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  or  his  staff. 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION, 

Milk  Supply. 

We  have  89  Dairy  Farms,  containing  118  registered  cowsheds 
and  housing  approximately  1,140  dairy  cattle.  152  visits  were 
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paid  to  milk  farms  and  228  to  cowsheds  and  the  following  work 
of  a structual  nature  was  carried  out  : — 

1 new  dairy  and  milk  room  provided. 

2 cowsheds  re-built  in  accordance  with  modern  dimensions 

and  standards. 

1 cowshed  floor  reconstructed,  walls  cement  rendered,  new 
window,  additional  ventilation  and  new  dairy  premises 
provided. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936/38. 

Number  of  Licences  in  force  in  the  area  for  : — 

Production  of  "Tuberculin  Tested’ ’ milk  ...  6 

Production  of  "Accredited”  milk 15 

In  respect  of  Pasteurising  plants  0 

Number  of  Licences  in  force  for  bottling  "Tuberculin  Tested” 
or  "Accredited”  milk,  other  than  at  place  of  production — 
None. 

Examination  of  milk  for  quality  and  detection  of  adulteration 
was  carried  out,  48  formal  samples  being  taken  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  These  were  all  found  to  be  genuine.  28  specimens 
were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  or  Phos- 
phatase Test,  21  being  satisfactory  and  7 unsatisfactory. 

Further  information  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report,  which  is  presented  as  an  appendix  to  this  Report. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  13  premises  registered  in  the  District  under  Section 
14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream, 
and  52  visits  were  paid  to  them  during  the  year. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  all  the  ice  cream  samples  taken  in  this 
district  fell  into  Grades  1 and  2 with  the  exception  of  one  supplier 
who  has  since  installed  modern  equipment.  Further  details  are 
given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Meat. 

There  are  13  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  8 of  which 
are  registered  and  5 licensed.  None  of  these  are  in  use  at  present, 
all  slaughtering  being  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Regional 
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Slaughterhouse  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Brighouse.  Details  of 
the  meat  inspection  carried  out  in  this  Slaughterhouse  are  given  in 
my  report  for  that  Borough. 

Other  Foods. 

Details  of  unsound  food,  of  her  than  meat,  condemned  and 
surrendered  from  the  shops  is  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

General. 

The  notifiable  disease  most  prevalent  during  1948  was  Measles. 
This  was  not  a year,  however,  in  which  Measles  was  particularly 
prevalent.  The  disease  was  mild  in  character  and  there  were  only 
83  cases  as  compared  with  380  cases  in  1947. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1948,  is  as 
follows 

Under  1 1 yr.  2 yrs.  3 yrs.  4 yrs.  5-9  yrs.  10-14  yrs.  Total 

12  197  201  155  145  480  295  1485 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

During  1948,  as  in  1947,  there  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  area.  This  occurred  in  a child  aged  three  years  who  had  not 
been  immunised.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  1948. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  as  occurring  in 
the  Area  during  1948. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  the 
year. 
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Pneumonia. 


As  in  1947,  twelve  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during 
1948.  There  were  five  deaths  as  compared  with  six  in  1947. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  statistics  relating  to  Tuberculosis  are  presented  in  tabular 
form  in  Table  11. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1925  nor  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

No  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  were  notified  during  1948. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during 
1948. 

Acute  Encephalitis. 

One  case  was  notified  during  1948.  This  was  associated  with 
Acute  Enteritis  and  occurred  in  a child  aged  4 years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  1948  there  were  22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  compared 
with  15  in  1947.  All  these  cases  were  of  a very  mild  type  and  in 
no  case  did  complications  occur. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  during  1948.  This  case,  which  occurred 
in  a young  female  adult  Who  was  normally  resident  outside  the 
district,  was  contracted  at  her  permanent  address.  She  developed 
the  disease  while  on  a visit  in  Elland  and  subsequently  died. 
There  were  no  other  cases  in  the  district. 

Dysentery. 

There  was  one  case  notified  during  1948.  This  occurred  in  a 
female  adult  resident  in  Elland  who  was  employed  as  a cleaner 
in  one  of  -the  Brighouse  Nurseries  in  which  an  outbreak  of  Sonne 
Dysen tery  occurred . 

Erysipelas. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Erysipelas  during  the  year,  compared 
with  1 in  1947. 
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Measles. 


83  Cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  380 
oases  in  1947. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  year  there  were  45  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified, 
compared  with  29  cases  in  1947. 


CANCER. 

Forty-nine  deaths — 20  males  and  29  females — were  registered 
as  being  caused  by  some  form  of  malignant  disease.  These  figures 
show  an  increase  of  6 cases  over  the  1947  figures. 
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MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1948. 
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TABLE  10. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 


AND  HOSPITAL  ADMISSIONS 

DURING  THE  YEAR 

1948. 

Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Measles  

83 





Whooping  Cough  

45 

1 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

2:2 

15 

— 

Diphtheria  

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

. 12 

— 

5 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

- — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

— 

— - 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  

1 

— 

— 

Typhoid  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

170 

18 

5 

TABLE  11. 

TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


New  Cases. 

Non- 

Respiratory . Respiratory . 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Respirator  y . Respiratory . 

Age 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 ... 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— _ 



1 ... 

— 

— - 

1 — 

— 

— 

— — 

5 ... 

— 

— 



— 

— 



10  ... 

— ■ 

— • 

1 — 

— 

— 

— — 

15  ... 

— 

— 



— 

— 



20  ... 

1 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

• 

25  ... 

1 

3 



— 

— 



35  ... 

1 

1 



1 

1 



45  ... 

1 

— 

— - — 

— 

— 

1 — 

55  ... 

1 

— 



— 

1 



65  and 

upwards 

— 

- — 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

Totals 

5 

4 

2 1 

2 

2 

1 — 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


It  has  long  been  obvious  that  it  was  high  time  smoke  observa- 
tions should  again  be  taken  in  this  Urban  District,  as  although  it 
might  not  be  possible  to  follow  up  such  observations  with  any 
punitive  action,  a great  deal  can  be  done  in  an  informal  way. 
During  the  war,  with  the  almost  total  absence  of  clerical  staff  and 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  engaged  also  as  Water  Engineer  and 
Parks  Superintendent,  it  has  been  impossible  to  carry  out  any 
smoke  observations.  Following  the  re-organisation  of  the  Depart- 
ment these  were  resumed  in  1948  and  a report  of  the  results  is  given 
in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report.  There  has  been  a noticeable 
improvement  since  these  observations  were  recommenced. 


Through  this  Council  I should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
members  of  the  public  to  the  fact  that  in  a closely  congested  area 
like  Elland  the  domestic  smoke  problem  is  almost  as  great  a 
problem  as  that  caused  by  our  industries.  It  is  unfortunately 
true  that  many  of  the  persons  most  voluble  in  drawing  our  attention 
to  the  emission  of  smoke  from  a neighbouring  factory  themselves 
commit  the  same  offence  on  a smaller  scale  in  their  own  homes. 
The  sum  total  of  these  domestic  offences  amounts  to  a very  large 
amount  of  smoke  indeed. 


At  the  end  of  1948  preparations  were  in  progress  for  the 
installation  of  various  instruments  to  test  the  amount  of  smoke 
deposited  in  certain  localities  of  Elland.  It  is  hoped  that  by  next 
year  I shall  be  able  to  report  on  the  results  that  have  been  found. 
Meanwhile,  I should  like  to  express  the  hope  that  with  the 
co-operation  of  industrialists  and  of  domestic  consumers  we  shall 
be  able  to  remove,  at  least  in  part,  one  of  the  dangers  to  health. 
Fourteen  persons  died  from  respiratory  diseases  during  1948  and 
a great  many  others,  including  young  children,  suffered  from  some 
affedtion  of  their  respiratory  tract  which  may,  in  large  part,  have 
been  attributed  to  the  pollution  of  the  air. 


Smokeless  fuel,  district  heating  and  other  forms  of  smoke 
prevention  will,  I hope,  become  much  more  in  evidence  than  they 
are  to-day,  and  possibly  this  once  very  beautiful,  and  now  still 
pleasant,  valley  will  again  recover  some  of  its  former  charm. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


No  work  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  had  been 
done  in  Elland  for  very  many  years  and  it  had  been  stated  that 
there  were  no  rats  in  Elland.  After  the  re-organisation  of  the 
Department  it  was  possible  for  Mr.  Crossley  to  be  sent  on  a 
special  Course  of  training  and  later  he  took  up  his  work  as  a Rodent 
Officer  and  Operative.  Full  particulars  of  his  work  are  given  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  from  which  ilt  will  be  noted  that 
ten  premises  were  cleared  of  rats  and  it  was  estimated  that  294 
rats  were  killed  during  the  year. 

As  in  so  many  other  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
it  is  only  when  a service  has  become  properly  established  that  the 
need  for  it  becomes  apparent.  Before  we  had  a Rodent  Operative 
we  did  not  receive  many  complaints  as  the  members  of  the  public 
knew  there  were  no  facilities  available.  It  is  obvious  from  the 
above  record  that  Elland  does  not  possess  any  exceptional  immunity 
from  the  rat  menace. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1948. 

As  you  will  be  aware  Mr.  H.  E.  Moses  was  taken  ill  in 
January  and  retired  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health  in  June. 

This  resulted  in  a re-organisation  of  the  Department.  My 
appointment  as  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in  July  was  followed 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  N.  Sykes  as  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  August. 

Mr.  R.  Crossley  was  appointed  as  Rodent  Officer  and  also 
undertakes  outside  duties  at  the  discretion  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  myself. 

The  value  of  these  appointments  is  reflected  in  the  increased 
work  now  carried  out  by  the  Department. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  abolition  of 
insanitary  ashpits  and  the  provision  of  a separate  dustbin  for  each 
house., 

Steps  were  also  taken  to  ensure  more  satisfactory  supervision 
of  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  Ice-Cream,  cleanliness  of  the  milk 
supplies,  and  smoke  abatement  measures  were  re-introducd. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  maintained  in  all  sections  of 
the  Department  with  the  possible  exception  of  Housing.  Many 
more  houses  will  require  to  be  erected  before  the  sub-standard 
houses  of  the  district  can  be  seriously  dealt  with.  Even  so,  a 
considerable  amount  of  'patching’  has  taken  place  considering  the 
difficulties  of  the  times. 

The  advice  and  sympathetic  help  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  been  most  welcome  during  this  year  of  change,  and  I 
am  also  grateful  to  Mr.  Sykes  and  the  rest  of  the  staff  for  their 
loyal  co-operation. 

May  I,  in  conclusion,  thank  my  fellow  Officials  and  the  Chair- 
man, Vice-Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  for  their 
support  and  encouragement. 

I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  JACKSON, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


46  additional  water  closets  were  provided  during  1948  to 
existing  premises. 

10  waste  water  closets  or  pail  closets  were  converted  to  the 
fresh  water  system  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  numbers  of  the  various 
types  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Fresh  Water  Closets  4852 

Waste  Water'  Closets 352 

Pail  Closets  454 

Privies  with  open  middens 6 

Privies  with  covered  middens  91 


DRAINAGE. 

76  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
the  repairs  and  reconstruction  of  drains  to  existing  houses. 

In  12  instances  use  was  made  of  the  smoke  test  whilst  the  use 
of  the  colour  test  was  resorted  to  in  84  instances. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  THE 
BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  Offensive  Trades  are  registered  — - 

Tripe  Boilers  1 

Soap  Boilers  1 

Oil  Extractor  1 

Twelve  inspections  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the 
year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises. 

Number  Number  of 

on  Inspec-  Written 

Register,  tions.  Notices. 

Occupiers 

prose- 

cuted. 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

192 

129 

21 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

Total 

192 

129 

21 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 

Referred 

to 

H.M.  In- 
Found.  Remedied,  spector. 

Referred 

by 

H.M.  In- 
spector. 

Number 

of 

cases  in 
which 
prose- 
cutions 

were 

insti- 

tuted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  — 







- 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   16 

15 

7 

^ __ 

(c)  Not  separate  for- 

sexes  1 

1 

_ 

_ 



Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork)  1 

1 

Total  ...  21 

20 

— 

8 

— 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  members  of  the  Department 
received  a special  course  of  training  in  connection  with  the  above, 
and  any  work  of  disinfestation  is  now  carried  by  this  Department. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

1.  Types  of  Infestation. 

Reservoir  1 

Major  1 

Minor  6 

2.  Typ  es  of  poison  and  bait  used. 


Baits  : 

Poisons  : 

Sausage  Rusk. 

Zinc  Phosphide. 

Bread  Mash. 

Arsenic. 

Results  of  Treatment, 

New  premises  treated  during  the  year 

10 

Premises  re-treated  during  the 

year 

3 

Total  . . . 

13 

Premises  cleared  of  rats 

10 

Infestations  outstanding  at  year  end 

0 

Number  of  prebaits  laid 

...  ...  ... 

401 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  . . . 

...  ...  ... 

170: 

Number  of  check  baits  laid 



63 

Total  634 

Number  of  bodies  seen 

68 

Estimated  kill 

294 

Number  of  visits  paid  by 

the  Rodent 

Operative  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  above  infestations  70 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

With  the  increase  in  staff  it  was  possible  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  to  re-commence  taking  smoke  observations.  This  work 
had  ceased  during  the  War  years.  Regular  observations  are  now 
taken  and  where  necessary  advice  given  to  stokers.  Industrialists 
in  the  area  are  anxious  to  co-operate  in  the  work,  although  great 
difficulty  is  experienced  periodically  owing  to  low-grade  fuel  being 
sent  into  the  district.  Adjoining  local  authorities  apparently  are 
having  the  same  trouble. 
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The  number  of  observations  taken  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  observations  taken  30 

Number  of  cases  where  the  limit  of  3 minutes 
in  30  was  exceeded 2 

Number  of  abatement  notices  served  ...  2 

Elland  forms  part  of  the  Constituent  Area  of  the  West  Riding 
Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  of  which  your  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  a Member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  1948  the  following  statistics  pertained  : — 

Number  of  milk  producers  in  the  area 76 

Number  producing  ungraded  milk  56 

Number  holding  accredited  licences 13 

Number  holding  tuberculin-tested  licences  7 

Number  of  cowsheds 120 

Number  of  cows  (approx.)  1140 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year 152 

Systematic  inspections  were  made  to  dairies  and  cowsheds 
during  the  year,  and  the  following  work  of  a structural  nature 
was  carried  out. 

1 New  dairy  and  milkroom  provided. 

2 Cowsheds  re-built  in  accordance  with  modern  dimensions 

and  standards. 

1 cowshed — floors  reconstructed,  walls  cement  rendered,  new 
window  provided,  additional  ventilation  provided,  and 
dairy  premises  provided. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

The  examination  of  milk  for  quality  and  the  detection  of 
adulteration  is  carried  out  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 
The  officers  of  your  authority  assist  with  this  work  to  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both  authorities.  The  County  Council  bear  the  cost  of 
this  sampling  and  provide  legal  assistance  when  required. 
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During  the  year  48  formal  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  analysis.  These  were  all  found  to  be  genuine.  Two  of  these 
samples  contained  an  abnormal  amount  of  grit  and  this  was  traced 
back  to  unsatisfactory  bottle  washing.  A further  two  of  these 
samples  fell  below  the  presumptive  standard  of  8.5  for  "solids 
not  fab 1 but  the  Public  Analyst  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  samples 
were  genuine. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  as  a result  of  an  addition  to  the 
staff,  samples  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Phosphatase  and 
Methylene  Blue  Tests.  Twenty  eight  samples  were  taken,  21 
being  satisfactory  and  7 unsatisfactory. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  unsound  food,  other  than 
meat,  condemned  and  surrendered  from  the  Shops  : — 

Luncheon  Meat — 4 tins. 


Imported  Eggs — 452. 

Egg  substitute — 2-J  lb. 
Bacon — 9 lb. 

Butter — 56  lb. 

Flour — 118  lb. 

Creamola — 3 lb. 

Prunes — 125  lb. 

Sweets — 4 lb.  5 az. 
Milk— 10  tins 
Steak  and  Kidney — 1 tin. 
Minced  Beef  Loaf — 1 tin. 
Plums — 1 tin. 


Peas — 8 tins. 

Beans — 1 tin. 

Salmon — 1 tin. 
Crawfish— 2 tins. 

Crab  Paste — 2 tins. 
Mussels — 1 tin. 

Sardines: — 22  tins. 
Grapefruit  14  tins. 
Peaches — 2 tins. 
Pineapples — 1 tin. 
Salad  Dressing — 2 jars. 


ICE-CREAM. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  during  1948  in 
dealing  with  Ice-Cream  premises. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  13  premises  had  been  registered  under 
Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the  manufacture  or  sale 
of  ice-cream.  52  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and  19 
samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  with  the 
following  results. 

Grade  1 13. 

Grade  2 0. 

Grade  3 2. 

Grade  4 4.  Total  19. 
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The  following  are  the  grades  of  Bacterial  cleanliness  of  Ice- 
Cream  : — 

Grade  1— Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue,  4\  hrs.  or 
more. 

Grade  2 — Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue,  2\  hrs.  to  4 

hrs. 

Grade  3 — Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue,  -J  hr.  to  2 
hrs. 

Grade  4 — Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue,  0 hrs. 


A sub-committee  report  issued  by  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Services  staff  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  states  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  result  of  any 
one  sample  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  Ministry  of  Health's 
practice  in  respect  of  water  might  be  followed  with  advantage, 
namely,  to  expect  about  50%  of  samples  to  fall  into  grade  1,  80% 
of  samples  into  grade  one  or  two,  not  more  than  20  % into  grade 
3 and  none  into  grade  4. 


The  samples  falling  into  grades  3 and  4 were  all  from  one 
particular  manufacturer  who  has  since  installed  complete  new 
equipment  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treat- 
ment, etc.)  Regulations. 


WATER  SAMPLING. 

During  1948  the  following  water  samples  were  taken  : — 

For  bacteriological  examination 18 

For  chemical  analysis 15 

For  plumbo-solvency  8 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

The  sanitary  inspector  is  also  the  Inspector  under  the  Shops 
Acts  and  158  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  under  these  Acts. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

33  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  12  disinfections  were  carried  out  after  infectious  disease. 
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DISINFESTATION. 


7 houses  were  treated  with  Zaldecide  and  Gammexane  for  bug 
and  flea  infestation, 

3 houses  were  treated  with  Pyrethrum  poweder  and  Gamme- 
xane for  cockroaches. 

3 houses  were  treated  with  sulphur  dioxide  and  Gammexane 
for  flea  infestation. 

1 building  was  treated  with  sulphur  dioxide  and  Gammexane 
for  beetles. 

In  all  50  visits  were  paid  to  the  above  premises. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Complaints  investigated  495 

Nuisance  inspections  415 

Dairies  and  Cowshed  inspections  152 

Factories  inspected  129 

Shop  inspections 158 

Houses  inspected — 

Overcrowding  120 

Housing  Acts  169 

Re  visits  under  Housing  Act  98 

Public  Health  Acts  1658 

Re-visits  under  Public  Health  Acts 760 

Verminous  premises  50 

Infectious  diseases  33 

Houses  disinfected  re  infectious  disease 12 

Premises  disinfested  for  vermin 14 

House  Refuse  removal  inspections 911 

Bakehouses  inspected 33 

Butchers  shops  inspections 151 

Food  complaints  investigated  90 

Visits  to  ice-cream  premises  52 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  19 

Milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  28 

Water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 18 

Water  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis 15 

Milk  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis 48 

Smoke  observations  30 

Water  samples  taken  for  plumbo-solvency  8 

Rodent  control  inspections  and  visits  97 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1875—1936  and 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits 
made  in  all  branches  of  the  Department  was  5348.  Under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  413  Informal  Notices  and  2 Statutory  Notices 
were  served.  46  Informal  Notices  were  served  under  the  Housing 
Acts.  Two  houses  were  represented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  and  in  these  cases 
the  Council  accepted  undertakings  from  the  owners  not  to  re-let 
the  property. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  improvements  effected  : — 

Interior  of  Houses. 

Windows  repaired  and  renewed  16 

Ventilation  provided  3 

Fireplace  Fixtures  renewed  and  repaired 15 

Ceilings  plastered 21 

Walls  replastered 26 

Glazed  Sinks  provided  in  place  of  stone  sinks 12 

Smokey  Chimneys  abated 6 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  and  renewed 15 

Sash  cords  renewed  24 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired,  etc 4 

Chimney  flues  repaired  3 

Dampness  of  walls  abated 18 

Water  gaining  access  to  cellar  abated  10 

Sewage  gaining  access  to  cellar  abated 14 

Window  frames  renewed  4 

Defective  doors  repaired  6 

Firebacks  renewed  and  repaired  4 

Floors  repaired  8 

Windows  made  ito  open  10 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 5 

Sink  waste  pipe  traps  provided 2 

Ovens  repaired  6 

Defective  bath  waste  pipes 2 

Exterior  of  houses. 

Eaves  gutters  cleansed 16 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  and  repaired 20 

Decayed  pointing  renewed 4 

Leaky  Roofs  repaired 33 

Rain  water  pipes  renewed  or  repaired 18 
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Mastic  Pointing  to  windows  renewed  4 

Cement  rendering  renewed  2 

Walls  cement  rendered  1 

Valley  gutters  cleansed  and  repaired  1 

Defective  chimney  pot  1 

Yards  and  Outbuildings. 

Paving  re-laid  2 

Boundary  walls  repaired  1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  4 

Coalplace  rebuilt 1 

Retaining  wall  repaired  1 

Drainage. 

Drains  re-laid  14 

Drains  repaired  36 

Drains  cleansed  from  obstruction  42 

Inspection  chambers  provided 1 

New  gullies  provided 4 

Gullies  renewed  2 

Back  Inlet  gully  provided 1 

Lip  trap  removed  1 

Vent  shaft  repaired  8 

Soil  pipe  repaired 10 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

New  W.C’s.  provided 6 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired 5 

Flush  pipes  repaired  6 

Seats  repaired  or  renewed 4 

Walls  repaired  2 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed  8 

Burst  Water  pipes  repaired  10 

Privy  Middens  converted  to  chemical  closets 1 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired 1 

Dilapidated  Structures  rebuilt 2 

Waste  water  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  10 

Roofs  repaired  2 

Insufficient  water  supply  1 

Uncleanliness  abated  2 

House  Refuse  Accommodation. 

Dilapidated  Dustbins  renewed 46 

New  dustbins  provided  854 
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Miscellaneous. 

Keeping  animals  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  abated 2 

Pest  infestations  abated  24 

Premises  fumigated  26 

Bakehouses. 

Premises  limewashed  2 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  provided  1 

Food  Preparation  Premises. 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed  2 

Hot  water  supply  provided  2 

New  concrete  floor  provided  1 

Cleaning  room  limewashed 5 

Light  and  ventilation  provided 1 

Defective  window  repaired 1 

Ceilings  underdrawn  2 

Shop  Acts. 

Additional  W.C.  provided 1 

Premises  cleansed 8 

Factories, 

Conveniences  labelled  as  to  sex 1 

Fasteners  provided  to  doors  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  cleansed  4 

Cisterns  repaired 6 

Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  2 

Unsatisfactory  conveniences  demolished 1 

Additional  W.C’s  provided  2 

Ventilation  provided  to  sanitary  conveniences  2 

OVERCROWDING. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  177  cases  of 
overcrowding  on  the  register.  This,  in  the  absence  of  a proper 
census  being  taken,  is  estimated  to  be  well  on  the  low  side. 

During  the  year  59  overcrowded  families  were  re-housed  in 
new  Council  houses. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Department  has  been  functioning  under 
difficulties  during  the  year  owing  to  temporary  lack  of  suitable 
premises.  The  closing  of  the  Perseverance  Works  Depot 
necessitated  other  accommodation  being  found  quickly.  This  was 
done  by  using  the  small  building  at  Southend  for  paper  baling. 
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At  the  present  time  there  is  no  means  provided  for  the  sorting 
of  the  refuse.  There  is  no  destructor  for  burning  putrefactive 
matter  or  unsound  food,  etc.  It  is  also  impossible  to  keep  accurate 
records  or  check  loads  properly  owing  to  lack  of  weighing  facilities. 
Messing  arrangements  and  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of  the 
men  are  also  absent. 

The  Council  are  aware  of  the  position  and  intend  to  remedy 
this  state  of  affairs  as  soon  as  possible. 


In  order  to  effect  an  improvement  in  the  collection  services, 
the  Health  Committee  decided  in  March  to  take  steps  to  abolish 
the  large  number  of  insanitary  ashpits  still  remaining  in  the  district. 

Accordingly  action  was  taken  under  Section  75  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  to  secure  the  provision  of  a standard  dustbin 
for  each  house.  The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  this 
respect  by  the  Officers  of  the  Department  up  to  the  end  of 
December  : — 


Total  number  of  premises  visited  2298 

Number  of  houses  without  dustbins 1281 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 361 

Number  of  dustbins  provided 900 

Number  of  ashpits  abolished  156 


On  the  completion  of  this  work  the  Council  intend  to  institute 
a municipal  bin  service  as  a charge  on  the  General  Rate  fund. 

At  the  present  time  80%  of  the  Council's  refuse  is  tipped  the 
remaining  20%  being  utilised  by  farmers. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  weights  of  refuse,  but  the  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  loads  collected  during  the  year  : — 


House 

Refuse 

Goux 

Tub 

Vehicle 

Removal 

Refuse  Removal 

Days 

Loads 

Days 

Loads 

Two  2 -ton  Motors  (own) 

• 484 J- 

1946 

48} 

196 

Two  30-cwt.  Motors  (own)  .. 

. 482 

16171 

581 

236 

One  30  cwt.  Motor  (Hired) 

m 

390 

1 

2 

9 

ts 

Two  Carts  (own) 

. 306J 

1231 

2041 

910 

The  cost  of  public  cleansing  throughout  the  district  during 
the  year,  including  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  was  £6,923. 
This  figure  includes  the  cost  of  a new  refuse  collecting  vehicle. 
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